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tained long after the Company had ceased to depend on the
favour of Indian princes or priests, and had instead become
arbiter of their destinies. We continued, as a great rising
Power, to survey all religions (including Christianity) with
the most imperturbable and equitable indifference. We
tolerated every superstitious rite or custom to the extent of
carefully protecting it; any single institution or privilege of
the natives that had in it a tincture of religious motive was
hedged round with respect, endowments were conscientiously
left untouched, ecclesiastical grants and allowances to pious
persons were scrupulously continued; in fact, the Company
accepted all these liabilities created by its predecessors in rule
as trusts, and assumed the office of administrator general of
charitable and religious legacies to every denomination. We
disbursed impartially to Hindus, Musalrnans, and Parsees, to
heretic and orthodox4, to Jagannath's car, and to the shrine of
a Mahoraedan who died fighting against infidels, perhaps
against ourselves. This was, on the whole, a conduct as wise
and prudent as it was generally popular; for no anterior
government had preserved such complete equipoise in its re-
ligious predilections ; the Mahomedans had indulged in chronic
outbursts of sheer persecution, while the Marathas often laid
heavy taxes on Mahomedan endowments, if they did not
entirely confiscate them in times of financial need. At the least
every succeeding ruler provided largely and exclusively for the
services of Ms own religion, and most rarely for any other ; to
do this much was not only the right of a conquering prince,
but his duty, springing obviously out of the fact that he was
bound to promote the spread of certain tenets or the glori-
fication of certain divinities. On the other hand, the only
tutelary deities which the Company cared to propitiate were
powerful personages in the flesh at home ; and in India their
chief officers were so cautious to disown any political connection
TOth Christianity, that they were occasionally reported to haVe
no religion at all It thus came to pass that whereas Hinduism
and Islam had been well endowed and richly salaried when-
ever the Hindus or Mahomedans had from time to time been
predominant, Christianity took nothing by the wonderful turn